-ARCHAOS have a rather
neat new catchphrase. They

_:'SIE. they say. “as beautiful

-asatruck”. Big, noisy,

- dangerous, ccologically

- unsound, definitely. But
*beautiful"? Perhaps 1o
theirmothers, and |
wouldn’tbetonthat.

The original Archdos hypd
was the brazen assertion
that they “re-invented
circus”. The theory was th
out wenl the horses,

~elephants, white-faced

_clowns and the other tired

_cliches of old-style circus

. and in cume dodgy-looking
types on motorbikes,

% chainsaws, sex and
~rock"n'roll mayhem. This

$was Irue, except that previous shows neverquite lived upto the hype:

+ Now™Metal Clown™, their biggest-ever show, almost lives up to their
anarchic, cyberpunk dream of presenting the wildest, biggest spectacularin

“the known universe. Performed in a mobile 2,500-seater tent, it features over
100 performers, assorted lorries, battered explosive devices, cranes.a
troupe of Brazilian dancers and martial artists, a rather fine rock band called
The Thunderdogs and atelephone box which one of the performers appears to
: be crucified on (possibly some arcane metaphor for the modem over-

“d dence on e ications technology and resultant alienation?).
. The Brazilian element is what makes this show d1ffc rent from previous
Archaosexir: as, The men dothis hingly athletic kick boxing

_called Capocira, while the women add an eleme ntof graceful
* eroticism and beauty which is another world away from the habitual
‘Archaos greaser aesthetic. The matial ans, drumming and dancing
forms connected with the Brazilian religion Candomble, which,

* like other similar Afro-Catholic religions, is gaining popularity in the
‘Americas—areligion thatis musical, magical, elemental and sexy —a
great antidote toNorth European puritanism.

“The Stary of “Metal Clown™ is the cultural clash between the
Brmﬁmmhmam{ﬂw ‘metal clowns’) with idiosyncratic

of all\'w ion, dictatorship, revolt and freedom. The
ic forhe Brazili while The

3 derful entrance on top of a giant truck,
maaug.‘.:l} relio-Seventics rock backing for the nasiy colunial
explmmBy:h::nd.of course, they jam logether because “We want
mdmmmgcﬂummrmfl planel.md enjoy ourselves like free
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remain—the joys of trashing cars,
d irom strapped 1o their back, trick cycling and

mwmwmbmakmg (one guy appearstotake ashiton
mge}"nm szlso adistinct surrealist undertone —a man tums mtoa

gh the action, while an utterly i mcon!,runux
lookhkc yuurwcm nlghlmamofa

suchas the giant industrial fans which
2E create amini-Hurricane, a
great theatrical effect which
literally blows away the
previous scene in the show,

There is more to Archaos

than just a show - foronce
the cliche “it"s a way of life”
is accurate. There are
performers from at least 10
different countries whoare
living out an updated
version of the old escape

_ route of desperados
*“running away with the
circus™, They evenclaim
that two German MPs
wanted to run away with
them. There isa great
camaraderie, based panly
onliving a gypsy lifeoutof
caravans and parily on
danger—when [ saw them
they had five people with
assorted breakages - it
looks dangerous, and it is.
Thisis one reason for the

drmm’c mpm lhevo}mmstmpombﬂuv of someone getting hurt, but

cuws\ms always thus. 3

~Arch k wl.'ll tell you Imyths —forexample, thut the

-comp aﬂ:‘" i f the circus ring onopening night as “a ritual
tocelebrate their ing success”, Orthat they worked out that they drink

mavuag:ofoueandlha]ﬂmts of wineeach per day. Or that they have
initiation ceremonies involving “sex fn any number of its more bizarme
ﬁﬁfmﬁm".myeMsmbiimﬁn:c Chygles came to see them in
disuise. .
“Forall their bikeri and Igic nods back o hippiedom,
Althwsmbrulungmwgmund asfaraslive performance goes. Post-MTV
mthcvtrymc ‘s attention span reducing by the minute, Archaos works partly
thereis somuch gmngonalllhe time. As director Pierre Bidon. the
unlikely-looking evil genius behind the whole operation, puts it: *Circus has
the most possibilities of any performance because you can use everything —
theatre, acrobatics, pyrotechnics, music, lights, special effects. You can put it
all together tocreate something new, and full of gmption.”
<A great nightout for all the family? Hardly, unless you are the sort who play
your five yearold cousin video nasties, but a greal night out nonetheless.
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